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So how does this editorial relate to this month’s theme?
‘Safety and Health’ is related to the sense of wellbeing

and protection from harm of fellow rakyat and assets, while
‘Ringgit’ is the profitable outcome. How can someone amass
hefty profits at the expense of ethics, safety and health
without bearing the responsibility and burden of care
t o w a rds our society and community at larg e ?

One thing we could do is to invite the public’s opinion
on the question of, Should ‘Safety and Health’ be given
m o re priority over profitability?’ via SMS voting as
popularised during news programmes on TV.

Lately, the cases of mishaps that were highlighted in
the media and the mitigation measures that have been
implemented thus far seem to be ineffective in minimising
their repetition. 

Our IEM Y. Bhg. Dato’ Paduka President had aptly
entitled his 2008 Presidential A d d ress as ‘From Nation
Builders to Nation Movers’. His choice of topic is timely for
IEM to advise the relevant government agencies on solving
the aforementioned problems as part of its national service as
responsible corporate institution.

It was commendable to witness the effort of our Y. Bhg.
Dato’ Paduka President during his Presidential Address.
He showed a great sense of leadership when he undertook
the unprecedented task of answering several questions
from ‘Letters to the Editor’ during the recent IEM AGM in
April 2008. 

We hope that he will continue to translate his speech into
action, ‘The Way Forward – Taking the Lead’, to chart the
strategy of leading IEM, to make it relevant and to redeem its
status as ‘THE’ Institution of Engineers, Malaysia.

Many of our IEM members have also shown concern over
the lack of expected competencies from new graduates. IEM
has its own Training Centre and various Technical Divisions,
yet an official answer could not be provided and one letter to
IEM’s Editor on this matter had found its way into one of our
national daily newspaper. The lack of competency could lead
to serious consequences on safety implications.

In the author’s opinion, there are sufficient laws and
professionals in the country to tackle these problems, but
the willingness to assign the appropriate resources, and
the effective and timely enforcement seems to be lacking. 

IEM should immediately publish an official response on
such matters and offers its services as a professional body and
learned society to work with the various government agencies
if it thinks that these matters are urgent enough as this aff e c t s
the present general perception of the lackadaisical attitude of
engineers and as backroom support. ■

SENSE AND RINGGIT
.......................................................................................
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