ONCE UPON A TIME
PERILS OF THE PROMISCUOUS
PREFIX

ke most gentlemen of leisure, the.
group of distinguished-looking
men of science were busy discussing
the quirks and folbles of contemporary
Homo sapiens.
“Hey Alex, those engincers in

their names.” It was directed at a
arded man in Victorian clothes.
“other member of the group s

An
offended by the development.
Hmmmpht They vant vis, they
want that,” grunted the one they c
Thomas. “I think they should ac’(ual\y
do something, then get titles and
accoades, Backin mytme,we slaved
in our labs and success was
aranteed. Perspiration and amgem
Iabour i wnat they ned, ge
t

anice and pea
are  quite
experienced
Mo, Taming 1o he frt speeker he
continued, “That said, Richard, mos

professions muddle along

oo

what Avline sald t

H
<

you care
replied  Richard.
appreciates the things they take for
granted, why should they? | think that

uts  shallow

Ton ekt el vy v

that the ancient Egyptian
gem\emun in thelr litle group started
mumbling under his breath. Richard
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turmed to him, “Sorry about bringing
that up, we all know how hard it s to
have jerks pass your magnificent
consiuctions off a5 works of exta-
Dl
out status, imagine how
we. wcu\d o0k n thelr eyes,” remarked
wo men that looked like
oromers, Hiox i supposedly an
inventor, but his wife Mabel might also
say he's just a teacher of the deaf.
Michael, our esteered tinkerer here Is
merely a bookbinder. And we are just a
couple of bicycle builders from Ohio.
Thomas the great experimentalist
was taking a closer Iook at the situation
fown there. *I wonder if those at the

fringes of orthodox enginaering will
have the

both, and

and abandoning us! Hmmmpf! Those
ungatt o
ndee i wouldbe s o mese
every organised profession decide to
{otow au and bs a e promiscous
with titles,” offered Alex. “Their cour
iave an enthusiastic
culture of giving assorted titles to
oy oz, 0 paiape s
an extension to traditor
Fehard now waghed n i o
few opinions of his own. “If thos

Malaysian angieers o getwhat iy

stand for, by and large. In
fact, atitl that s broadly appiicable to
most qualfied engineers in Malaysia
might look a bit pretentious in some
other countries.”

In a way, this looks like a
propaganda exercise. A fitle has a
certain propaganda value. Therein lies
the flaw of the exercise. Neither
wordplay nor playing with definitions.
wil gt them the proverbial pot of
gold; you cannot force the issue when
you are dealing with market forcs
Vow moch ai such a il mattor? 1
fear that it might not matter much.”
"Why is it s0, my dear sir?” asked
hael the bookbinder.

‘Simply put, the law of supply and
demand. Why is the title of a certified

and they real

%

any engines
lossor enginoarng i, the arge
supply will lower the value of the said
title. Thus it might a victory for the
prdessio, b £ A be B ol
Woree, v, 3
rather alavm\ng\y e "Societys
perception can be terribly unjust
and cruel. Will the public react
favourably or umzveuub\y” That
mains to be So you see,
Malayaan ndineats can i e
ettt lse thevac
s bit of fictional luf alludes to a
lew Mslanna\ personas in science.
u guess who they are’
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