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Be Prepared
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By: Ir. Mah Soo

JURUTERA

In real life, everyone bounds to meet some form of  ‘force
majeure’ at one time or another, be it in the micro

(personal or family related), macro (community,
organisational or national related) or global scales (such as
the Tsunami incident). Have we really given some thought
to this matter of ‘disaster management’ or ‘risk
management’ to assess how prepared are we in facing such
situations?

The scout’s motto of ”Be Prepared“ and the Chinese
adage of ”Thinking of danger during peaceful living“ is
very applicable to ensure oneself is prepared to face any
such eventualities.

Most disasters strike at a time when one least expected
of them, ‘Disaster management’ is to prepare oneself how
best one could mitigate its impact on life, limb, property
and finance. The scale of awareness of its impact depends
on the amount of publicity given to it. A good example
would be the Tsunami incident that happened on 26
December 2004.

Many commendable actions have been carried out in
Malaysia. They are as follows; the setting up our own
‘Sistem Amaran Awal Tsunami Nasional’ under the
Kementerian Sains, Teknologi dan Inovasi (MOSTI), the
National Security Division (NSD) in the Prime Minister’s
Department for the coordination of all activities related to
disaster, the National Security Council (NSC) Directive No.
20 issued to provide guidelines on the management of
disasters and the establishment of the Disaster
Management and Relief Committee at the Federal, State
and District levels. 

IEM has played its part well by inviting Professor
Nobuo Shuto of Japan to conduct a series of lectures on the
Tsunami in Penang and K. L. between 27 April and 1 May
2005. This September issue Jurutera has adopted ‘Disaster
Management’ as the theme. From the results of a survey
conducted on public awareness on earthquake and its
societal impact, the majority of the respondents
interviewed (more than 90%) has the opinion that public
awareness is low and stressed on the importance of
information and education to reduce such hazards.

The writer has been with the Electricity Supply
Industry  (ESI) for about 33 years and has experienced that
for any emergency response plan (ERP) to be effective and
produce the expected results, there has to be concerted
efforts in conducting awareness and outreach training
programs to educate the people affected on relevant
information and Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs),
conducting regular mock drills to ensure all that are
involved and could be affected by such force majeures are
well informed, adequately drilled and know exactly what
are expected of them in the real situation. 

Examples of lack of proper coordination could be seen
in the recent July 2005 earthquake near the Nicobar Islands,
when many families fled their homes in Kedah and the
stampede that resulted in numerous deaths in Mumbai,
India upon hearing rumours of Tsunami. 

IEM can add more value by drawing upon its expert
resources to set up a task force to make inroads to the
respective authorities to offer our assistance in this process
of ‘disaster management’; especially in the conducting of
awareness and outreach programs to educate the public
and as auditors during mock drills. If needed, I can
volunteer my services as a member of the task force as a
contribution towards IEM and the country.  �
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