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I N F O R M AT I O N

Y. Bhg. Dato’ Engr.,

Ithank you for your letter dated 12 June

2006 and apologise for this rather late

reply. The question which you have

posed is one which is echoed by a few

others and I think that it is best that I

should consider it carefully before I pen

my reply. Before I proceed with my

explanation, I believe that some historical

background is necessary to shed light on

the present change.

You may I believe remember that in the

early 1970’s, Corporate Members and

Graduate Members of the Institution were

entitled to use the designation “Ingenieur”

or its abbreviated form “Ir.” before their

names. A clause in the IEM Constitution

then provided for this and a person with

the title “Ir.” before his or her name

therefore signified that he/she was a

member of the Institution.

In 1989, the Constitution of the

Institution had to be amended disallowing

the use of the said title as the amendment to

Registration of Engineers Act in 1974

provided the use of the title “Ir.” to

registered professional engineers only. With

this change, it is thus an offence under the

said Act that a person, even if he/she is a

member of the Institution, uses the title “Ir.”

if he/she is not a registered professional

engineer. A title which signified member-

ship of the Institution had therefore been

taken away from the Institution. 

Since then, there were suggestions and

calls for the Institution to look into the issue

of a title to its members. Many members

feel that there is a need to provide an

identity for the Corporate and Graduate

Members of the Institution. The need for

this grew as it was further noted that the

membership of the Institution remained

stagnant for the past few years.

After much deliberation, the Council of

the Institution agreed that Corporate and

Graduate Members of the Institution could

have the abbreviation “Engr.” affixed in

front of their names. The proposal was

presented and approved by the members at

the Annual General Meeting in 2005. The

Council of the Institution then proceeded to

look for a suitable abbreviation for its

members and the consensus was that

“Engr.” was the chosen title. 

“Engr.” is now a title whereby members

of the Institution can be addressed. The idea

is for those non-Professional Engineers but

who are nevertheless members of the

Institution to use the title for better standing

and with the intention of promoting

membership into the Institution. This is also

one of the ways of branding the Institution.

Graduate members can also use this title to

the public at large with the confidence that

an “Engr.” is one whose degree has been

vetted and recognised by the Institution.

Professional Engineers with the Board

of Engineers Malaysia can continue to use

the abbreviation “Ir.” affixed to the front of

their name if they wish. “Engr.” is reserved

for membership of the Institution.

I trust this clarifies the differences in the

use of “Ir.” and “Engr.” and I once again

thank you for taking an interest in the affairs

of the Institution.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Engr. Oon Chee Kheng, F.I.E.M., P.Eng.

Honorary Secretary

Dear Sir,

Ir. or Engr.?

With reference to a recent letter from
Honorary Secretary of IEM addressed to
me, I would be pleased if you could
clarify the situation on the use of the
title Ir. or Engr.  This is the first time I
have been addressed as Engr.

Your explanation would be highly
appreciated.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,
Dato’ Ir. Ibrahim bin Abu Bakar 

IEM Wishes All IEM Members
and Readers 

CONGRACONGRATULATULATION MESSAGETION MESSAGE

The Institution would like to

congratulate

Engr. Dr Gue See Sew

F.I.E.M., P.Eng., Hon. FAFEO, Asean Eng

on being conferred

HONORARY DOCTOR OF SCIENCE

by

University of Strathclyde, Glasgow,

United Kingdom

on

5 July 2006 (Wednesday)

ON THE USE OF ENGR.
The use of the title "Engr." by the Secretariat and the Editorial Board of this bulletin in recent months has caused a bit of confusion among members.
The following correspondence, published here with the permission of Y.Bhg Dato' Engr. Ibrahim bin Abu Bakar and the Honorary Secretary of IEM
takes a stab at clearing up the mystery. – The Editorial Board

“SELAMAT MENYAMBUT
HARI KEMERDEKAAN” 2006 
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