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have always appreciated the roles

played by past presidents in the council
and thank them for their valuable
contributions both during their terms as
president as well as prior to that, and even
till today for some. We should be thankful
for their guidance all these years although
we do cross-swords at certain council
meetings. To me, this is healthy because it
trains the younger council members to
stand up to new challenges. There shall
come a time when the number of past
presidents to be invited to council
becomes a significant percentage of
council. Hence, I was both sad and
pleasantly surprised at the paradigm shift
present amongst council members at the
January 2006 council meeting when it
voted to invite only five past presidents to
serve in council rather than the current
practice. This paradigm shift is significant
as we have practiced for many years to
invite all past presidents to serve in
council whenever possible. I also felt a
sense of decoupling of the contributions
that they have made to IEM, with the
present set of younger council members,
some of whom truly are not well
informed of their contributions. Most
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young council members do not know
their past presidents well (though they
may have known about their presidency),
except for those of us who had been active
during the yesteryears, me amongst them.
On another note, as I shall also be a
past president in the near future. I feel that
there is a need to tap on the wisdom
inherent in these past presidents in the
form of a Past Presidential Board, to be
formally constituted, in order to continue
the practice of advising the council of the
day and yet not overwhelming in number
with those invited to serve in the council.
A number of them shall still be in council
to contribute directly in the deliberations
and I do hope they rise to the occasion
when they are needed. The October 2004
council brainstorming had proposals on
past presidents that have still to be acted
upon. Until it is formalised, I hope the
present practice remains with each new
council deciding for itself the number and
whom to invite. We all belong to a society
run by volunteers for members. As a
learned society, we must not place
ourselves in positions of conflict of interest
to such an extent that it may stifle that
voice of expressing our learned opinion.

To all Members and Readers,

I would like to thank council for
their confidence in me and the Deputy
President, Datuk Ir. Hj. Keizrul
Abdullah (FIEM) for re-electing us for
another term. There is much work to be
done and I shall do my level best to
promote the interests of the Institution
as outlined in our strategic plan. I do
notice that more members are attending
the evening talks at both headquarters
and the branches. Whether this is
attributed to the need for CPD hours or
not,  hope members see it as continuous
improvement in the face of rapid global
changes and not merely to satisfy a
particular requirement. IEM requires a
better venue for our meetings and
evening talks. In this respect, we need to
revisit the efforts made in increasing the
building fund so as to be able to finance
a new building when the professional
enclave becomes a reality. As this is the
final presidential column for the current
presidential year, I would not like to
write something lengthy, but to wish all
members good health and to provide
constructive suggestions at the forth-
coming AGM. m
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The Standing Committee on Publications is currently embarking on the IEM’s Book
Project. this would contribute towards the legacy for perpetuity.

We would welcome from all Members and Readers, especially those who have been
with the IEM over these years, photographs, articles, stories, anecdotes and any
documentation, to capture the history of the IEM and the development of Engineering

in Malaysia.

Please submit your contributions by 30 September 2006 to:-

The Book Project Sub-Committee,

The Standing Committee on Publications
Bangunan Ingenieur, Lots 60 & 62,

Jalan 52/4, P.O. Box 223 (Jalan Sultan)
46720 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan
or e-mail to pub@iem.org.my
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